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$30,000
Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-0176932Grant Recipient:  The Rainbow Connection

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

The Rainbow Connection - Handicapped Treatment and
Rehabilitation Services

State Funding Requested: $30,000 House District: 30 / O
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Construction of an indoor therapeutic horseback riding center at Ruth Arcand Park in Anchorage.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $492,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($454,000)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($30,000)
Project Deficit:  $8,000 

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Rainbow Connection is a non-profit 501 (c) organization with the mission of assisting children and adults living with
physical and mental disabilities through horsemanship. 

The organization was formed 27 years ago and operates an equine training facility at Ruth Arcand Park in Anchorage. In
April 2002, it was granted a long term lease by the voters of Anchorage to construct a thereputic equestrian riding facility on
five acres of park land. 

The Rainbow Connection is working to build a 72' x 120' indoor riding arena that allows it to offer riding classes from spring
through the fall to double its seasonal operating period. The building will also protect riders from rain, wind, too much sun
and the occasional bear that wanders through the park.

The current program serves about 40 individuals during a 10 week riding course. With the indoor riding facility that number
will grow to 160-200 per year.

Construction will begin no later than May 2011 and will take approxmately 12 weeks to complete. It will cost $492,000 and to
date $454,000 has already been raised. The Rainbow Connection is respectfully asking for a $30,000 appropriation that will
pay the general contractor for the associated project fees. The group is working with the Rasmusson Foundation to secure
the remaining $8,000.

Project Timeline:
Summer of 2011.
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Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
The Rainbow Connection

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Susan DiMaggio
Title: Executive Director
Address: P.O. Box 240663

Anchorage, Alaska 99524
Phone Number: (907)351-3979
Email: susan.dimaggio@therainbowconnection.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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